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Benedictine Abbey, founded by
Henry I in 1121, are in a public
park; Palmer Park and Prospect
Park are other recreation grounds.
Reading is an important agricul-
tural centre, being noted for its
seeds. Other industries include
biscuit making brewing, printing
and engineering. The council runs
a service of omnibuses and trolley
vehicles. Reading received its
first royal charter in 1253, and was
for several centuries a centre of the
wool trade.

Reading forms a single borough
constituency ; it had two members
during 1295-1885 and 1050-55.
Archbishop Laud was bom here.
Market days, Mon. and Sat. Pop
(1951) 114,196.

Reading. City of Pennsylvania,
U.S.A., the co. seat of Berks co. It
stands on the Schuylkill river, 59
m. N.W. of Philadelphia, and is
served by rly. and the Schuylkill
Canal.   Reading lies in an import-
ant coal and iron mining region,
and trades in agricultural produce.
It contains rly. workshops, iron and
steel works, machine shops, wool-
len and worsted mills, and hosiery,
hardware, and boot and shoe fac-
tories.   It is the leading centre for
the production of fully fashioned
hosiery.   Founded 1748, Reading
was incorporated 1783, and became
a city 1847.   Pop. (1950) 109,320.
Reading,RuFusDANiELlSAACS,
IST MARQUESS   ot   (1860-1935).
British lawyer and administrator.
This son of a London fruit importer
of Jewish stock was born Oct. 10,
1860, and called to the bar in 1887.
Made Q.C.  in  1898,  he  entered
parliament as
Liberal M.P. for
Reading in 1904,
and in 1910 was
appointed solici-
tor-general   and
after   a   few
months     attor-
ney - general.
Asquith    made
him a member ol
the   cabinet   in
1D12, the first attorney-general so
honoured.    An  advocate   of im-
mense reputation for clarity and
skill in cross-examination., he was
made lord chief justice and Baron
Reading in 1913.

He assisted Lloyd George at the
beginning of the First Great War
in framing the financial measures
which preserved British credit and
secured the flotation of a large war
loan. Success in negotiating an
American loan led to his being
appointed high commissioner and
special ambassador to Washington
in 1918. He was made viscount in

1st Marquess oi

Reading,
British lawyer
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1916 and earl in 1918. Sent to India
in 1921 as viceroy, he played a
distinguished part: he established
self-government everywhere except
in Bengal and the Central Provinces,
did much to still the anti-British
feeling provoked by the Amritsar
episode, tried to secure fair treat-
ment for Indian immigrants to
other countries of the Empire ; but
he had to arrest Gandhi for inciting
to civil disobedience. When Read-
ing retired in 1926 he was given a
marquessate. He held the foreign
secretaryship for a few months in
1931, and died Dec. 30, 1935. His
son Gerald (b. 1889), 2nd marquess,
published a life of his father in 2
vols., 1943 and 1945, An eldest
son uses the title Viscount Erleigh.
Reading1, STELLA, DOWAGER
MARCHION KSS OF. British organizer.
Daughter of
Charles Charn-
audy she was on
the staff of the
1st marquess of
Reading during
his vice royalty
in India, 1921-
26; she married
him as his see-
Dowager MarcMon- ond wifoj IQ^

Shewasfounder

in 1938 of the
Women's Voluntary
Services Tor Civil De-
f'ence (W.V.S.), a
body formed to link
existing women's or-
ganizations, and re-
mained its chairman.
A governor of the
B.B.C. in 1946, she-
w-as vice-cha<rznan of
the board 1947-51.
She \ras created
D.B.E. 1W1 G.BE.
1944, a life peer 1958,
with the title Baron-
ess Swanborough.

Beading Beds.
In the geology of the
U.IL, a group of
sandy clays, clays,
sands, and, locally,
gravels of fluviatile
origin occurring be-
low the London clay.
When followed E.
they show estuarine
characteristics and
are referred to as the
Woolwich Beds. W.
of London the Read-
ing Beds rest directly
on the chalk, and E.
they overlie the
Thanet Sands. The
clays are used
for brick and tile
making.

Term for a sub-
stance which acts in a chemical
transformation. It is more par-
ticularly used of substances found
valuable in qualitative analysis,
and used as specific tests, e.g. sul-
phuretted hydrogen, which pro-
duces precipitates of various col-
ours, the colour enabling the
presence of certain metals to be
confirmed.

Real (Span., royal).    Obsolete
Spanish and Portuguese coin once

Reagent.

Real. Obverse and reverse of an issue
in the reign of Charles IV of this
Spanish coin.   Actual swe* || in.
current also in Brazil; plura1
Span., rea!es> Port,, reis. In Spain
the real was the tenth part of
an escudo (q-v.) and of nominal
value 2|d. In Portugal, from
1&54 tiiriSll, the gold milreis or
1,000 reis was the standard. Fifty
and 100 reis nickel coins were also
minted, and '20, 10, and 5 rete